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DOCTORS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Victorian Government is making sure young people are getting the health support, advice and
treatment they need so they can reach their full potential. The $43.8 million Doctors in Secondary
Schools initiative is delivering on the Victorian Government’s election commitment to fund general
practitioners to provide medical advice and health care to those students most in need up to one
day a week in 100 Victorian government secondary schools. 18 Of these schools are on the
Western Victoria Region.

The objectives of the program are to:

. Make primary health care more accessible to students
. Provide support to young people through the early identification of health problems
. Reduce the pressure on working families.

This initiative will also provide modern, fit-for-purpose consulting rooms in schools. All secondary
school students who are enrolled in a participating school will be able to access a GP, subject to
providing the required consent for the services. Participating schools, students and their
parents/carers will not incur any out-of-pocket expenses for consultations with the GP.
Participating schools will receive funding to enable staff to support program coordination and
relevant school staff will receive training in adolescent health and program implementation.

The program is guided by a range of key principles, including:

. Equity of access

. No cost of access to a GP at school to student or parents/carers
. Youth-friendly

. Staff trained in adolescent-health

. Student confidentiality

. Cultural safety.

The program has been developed in consultation and collaboration with a broad range of
stakeholders across government, health and education bodies and academia.
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