
 
 

 

 

 

 

Department of Health. Author. Practice Incentives Program Quality Improvement Incentive Guidelines 
Canberra: Australian Government Department of Health; 2020.  

QIM08 
Proportion of patients the necessary risk 
factors assessed to enable CVD assessment 

QIM08 – Proportion of patients the necessary risk factors assessed to enable CVD assessment 

Description This measure identifies the proportion of all regular clients who age 
aged between 45 and 74 years, as well as Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander regular clients who are aged 35 to 44 years, who have had all 
the information required to calculate their absolute CVD risk in the last 
2 years.  This includes having the following risk factors recorded: 

• Tobacco smoking status 

• Diabetes  

- Diabetes status: Type 1 or Type 2 Diabetes OR 

- Diabetes risk: Fasting Glucose Test result, OR a screening 
for glycosylated haemoglobin (HbA1c test result) 

• Systolic blood pressure  

• Total cholesterol and HDL cholesterol levels  

• Age 

• Sex 

Purpose for collection Assessment of absolute CVD risk based on multiple risk factors is 
more accurate than that based on individual risk factors due to the 
cumulative nature of risk effects. Basing patient management 
decisions on this approach should improve CVD outcomes. 

Who does it apply to? This measure applies to: 

• Patients who are regular clients of your service,  

• Are aged between 45 and 74 and, 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander regular clients aged 35 to 
44 

Who does it exclude? • Patients who have a known diagnosis of CVD as this measure is 
identifying those at risk of developing CVD, not those already 
with a CVD diagnosis.  

• Patients who do not have every risk factor recorded 

What is reported to the 
PHN? 

To generate this measure, the following data is reported to the PHN: 

• Sex 

• Age group 

• Regular client indicator 

• Indigenous status 

• CVD risk factors assessed 

Where a field is italicised, it indicates that it has been derived from 
other data in your CIS during the extraction process. 

What data is used to 
calculate this measure? 

The specific fields that are used to derive the fields required for the 
QIM calculation may vary depending on the clinical system you use, 
but this measurement will consider: 

• Latest Visit Date 
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• Second Latest Visit Date 

• Third Latest Visit Date 

• Date of Birth 

• Sex 

• Smoking Status 

• Diagnosis (Diabetes Type 1) 

• Diagnosis (Diabetes Type 2) 

• Fasting Glucose Test Measurement 

• HbA1c Measurement 

• Total Cholesterol Measurement 

• HDL Cholesterol Measurement  

• Systolic Blood Pressure Measurement 

How is it calculated? The measure is calculated by dividing: 

Number of regular clients aged 45 to 74 years who have had all CVD 
risk factors recorded; 

By 

Total number of regular clients aged between 45 and 74 years. 

(Numerator ÷ Denominator) x 100 

What does this mean? 

For regular clients aged between 45 years and 74 years with no diagnosis of CVD: 

  How many have had all the following information recorded in the last 24 months – smoking status, 
diabetes, systolic blood pressure, total cholesterol, HDL cholesterol, age and sex? (Numerator) 

 

How many patients without known CVD were in the Practice in the same period? (Denominator) 

Results will be broken into age, sex and indigenous status groups as shown below: 
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